GENEALOGY

Merit Badge Requirements

1) Explain to your counselor what the words genealogy, ancestor, and descendant mean.

2) Do ONE of the following:
A) Do a time line for yourself or for a relative. Then write a short biography based on that time line.
B) Keep a journal for 6 weeks. You must write in it at least once a week

3) With your parents help, choose a relative or a family acquaintance you can interview in person, by telephone, or by e-mail or letter.
Record the information you collect so you do not forget it.

4) Do the following:
A) Name three types of genealogical resources and explain how these resources can help you chart your family tree.
B) Obtain at least one genealogical document that supports an event that is or can be recorded on your pedigree chart or
family group record. The document could be found at home or at a government office, religious organization, archive, or
library.
C) Tell how you would evaluate the genealogical information you found for requirement 4B.

5) Contact ONE of the following individuals or institutions. Ask what genealogical services, records, or activities this individual or
institution provides, and report the results:

A) A genealogical or lineage society

B) A professional genealogist (someone who gets paid for doing genealogical research)

C) A surname organization, such as your family’s organization

D) A genealogical education facility or institution

E) A genealogical record repository of any type (courthouse, genealogical library, state or national archive, state library, etc.)

6) Begin your family tree by listing yourself and include at least two additional generations. You may complete this requirement by
using the chart provided in the Genealogy merit badge pamphlet or the genealogy software program of your choice.

7) Complete a family group record form, listing yourself and your brothers and sisters as the children. On another family group record
form, show one of your parents and his or her brothers and sisters as the children. This requirement may be completed using the chart
provided or the genealogy software program of your choice.

8) Do the following:
A) Explain the effect computers and the Internet are having on the world of genealogy.
B) Explain how photography (including microfilming) has influenced genealogy.

9) Discuss what you have learned about your family and your family members through your genealogical research.

Worksheet Created by: Rob Greenland — robgreenland@juno.com

Requirements Last Revised: 1/1/06 Genealogy - Page 1 of 9



mailto:robgreenland@juno.com

Requirement 1

Explain the meaning of genealogy:

Explain the meaning of ancestor:

Explain the meaning of descendant:

Requirement 2

You have been given two options for this requirement. Select and complete ONE of them.
If you selected Option A:

Do a time line for yourself or for a relative. Then write a short biography based on that timeline. You may use the area below or you
can use your own paper and attach it to this worksheet when you are done.

Timeline For:

Birth

Biography:
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If you selected Option B:

Keep a journal for 6 weeks. You must write in it at least once a week.

Begin Date: End Date:

After the 6-week period show your journal to your merit badge counselor. Have them initial here:

Requirement 3

With your parents help, choose a relative or a family acquaintance you an interview in person, by telephone, or by e-mail or letter.
Use the area below to record the information you collect.

Who did you interview?

Notes about the interview:
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Requirement 4
Name three types of genealogical resources and explain how these resources can help you chart your family tree.

Resource #1:

How can it help you chart your family tree?

Resource #2:

How can it help you chart your family tree?

Resource #3:

How can it help you chart your family tree?

Obtain at least one genealogical document that supports an event that is or can be recorded on your pedigree chart or family group
record. The document could be found at home or at a government office, religious organization, archive, or library.

What document did you obtain?

What event does it document?

Where did you find the document?

Make a copy of the document and show it to your merit badge counselor.

Tell how you would evaluate the genealogical information (the document mentioned above) that you found:
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Requirement 5

Contact ONE of the following individuals or institutions. Ask what genealogical services, records, or activities this individual or
institution provides, and report the results.

Choose from
A) A genealogical or lineage society
B) A professional genealogist (someone who gets paid for doing genealogical research)
C) A surname organization, such as your family’s organization
D) A genealogical education facility or institution
E) A genealogical record repository of any type (courthouse, genealogical library, state or national archive, state library, etc.)

Which one did you select?

What genealogical services, records or activities does this individual or institution provide?

Requirement 6

Begin your family tree by listing yourself and include at least two additional generations. You may complete this requirement by
using the chart provided in the Genealogy merit badge pamphlet or the genealogy software program of your choice. You may also
choose to use the attached chart as well.

Once you have completed this requirement, show your chart to your merit badge counselor.

Requirement 7

Complete a family group record form, listing yourself and your brothers and sisters as the children. On another family group record
form, show one of your parents and his or her brothers and sisters as the children. This requirement may be completed using the chart
provided in the Genealogy merit badge pamphlet or the genealogy software program of your choice. You may also choose to use the
attached chart as well.

Once you have completed this requirement, show your chart to your merit badge counselor.

Requirement 8

Explain the effect computers and the Internet are having on the world of genealogy:
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Explain how photography (including microfilming) has influenced genealogy:

Requirement 9

Discuss what you have learned about your family and your family members through your genealogical research:
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]
Pedigree Chart .
Grandfather's Mame (First, LAST)
Male Direct Line [ BN
Female Direct Line [ ﬂﬂ;hé'm‘.
Easy steps to start FDL':’; g:;_""‘ﬂ"'
1- Start with yourself. Elbc ot et
2- Use bith names, not
married names.
3- Be as complete as possible 1]
with information. Father's Name LAST)
4- Enter LAST names in Birthdate: i %ﬁﬁﬂ
UPPER CASE. Place of birth: 2
5- Be consistent. Marriage Date: {fb
6- Have fun! Place of Marriage: Y
Death Date: &
Place of Death: &
]
Grandmother's Mame [First, LAST)
Birthdate:
e Place of birth:
[1}] Marriage Date:
Q@ Place of Marriage:
1 £ Death Date:
Your Mame {First, LAST) wn Place of Death:
Birthdate: o
Place of birth: =
Marriage Date: O
Place of Marriage: E &
Death Date:
Place of Death: Grandfather's Name (First, LAST)
= Birthdate:
- Place of birth;
E Marriage Date:
(1] Place of Marriage:
L Death Date:
Place of Death:
Mother's Mame (First, LAST) ‘&a"
Birthdate: oy
Place of birth: R
Marriage Date: G{P
Place of Marriage: £\
Death Date: ¥
Place of Death: ‘:ét‘
T

Grandmother's Mame [First, LAST)
Birthdate:
Place of birth:
Marriage Date:
Place of Marriage:
Death Date:
Place of Death:
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Scout Name: Unit #: Date:
L]
Family Group Sheet
Father's Full Name
Day  Mondh  Year  City/Town/Place CountyParish State andéor Couniry
Father's Birthdate:
Father's Marrage Date:
Father's Death Cate:
Father's Bural Date:
Places Fved Father belonged to which Church
Ciccupation(s) Milgary Records
Mame of Father's Father Mame of Father's Mother
{Use birth name)
Mame's of other wives
Mother's Full Name
Cay  Month  Year CibyTownlace CountyParish Siate andifoer Couniry
hMother's Bithdate:
MMaother's Mamiage Date;
Mother's Death Date;
MMother's Bunial Date;
Places Eved KMother belonged to which Church
Occupation{s) Milkary Records
Mame of Mother's Father Mame of Mother's Mother
{Use birth name}
Mame's of other husbands
Child #1 Full Name Mate/Female) Spouse Full Mame
Cray Month  Year CiyToemFlace CounbyiParish State andior Country
Bithdale
Marriage Date
Death Date
Bamial Date
Child #2 Full Name Male/Female) Spouse Full Name
Cray Month  Year Gy TosmFlace CoundyiParish State andior Country
Ethdale
Marriage Dale
Dealh Dale
Buwial Diple
Child #3 Full Name (Make/Femals) Spouse Full Name
Cay Month  Year CHyToamPlace CoundyiParish State andfor Country
Eithdale
Marriage Dale
Dealh Dale
Burial Deale
Child #4 Full Name (MaeFemale) Spouse Full Name
Day  Month  Year  CRlyTownPlace CountyParish Slate andior Counlry
Birthdale
mMarriage Date
Death Date
Bamial Drate
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Scout Name: Unit #: Date:
L]
Family Group Sheet
Father's Full Name
Day  Mondh  Year  City/Town/Place CountyParish State andéor Couniry
Father's Birthdate:
Father's Marriage Date:
Father's Death Date:
Father's Burial Date!
Places ved Father belonged te which Church
Cocupationds) Miltary Records
Mame of Father's Father Mame of Father's Maother
{Use birth name)
Mame's of other wives
Mother’s Full Name
Cay  Mondh  Year CibyTown/Flace CountyFarnsh Siate andfor Cowning
Mother's Bithdate:
Maother's Mamiage Date;
Mother's Death Daie;
Mother's Burial Date;
Places Eved KMother belonged to which Church
Occupation{s) Milkary Records
Mame of Mother's Father Mame of Mother's Mother
{Use birth name}
Mame's of other husbands
Child #1 Full Name iMale/Female) Spouse Full Name
Day BMonth  Year CiyTowniFlace CouniyiParish Stale andior Country
Bihdate
mMarriage Date
Death Date
Bamial Date
Child #2 Full Name Male/Female) Spouse Full Name
Cray BMonth  Year Gy ToemFlace CoundyiParish State andior Country
EBithdale
Marriage Dale
Dealh Dale
Buwial Diple
Child #3 Full Name (MaleFemals) Spouse Full Name
Day Month  Year CHlyToanPlace CountyiParish State andfor Country
Eithdale
Marriage Dale
Dealh Dale
Eurial Deale
Child #4 Full Name (MaleFemale) Spouse Full Name
Day Maonth  Year  CRyTownPlace Coundy/Parish Slate andior Counlry
Bathdale
Marriage Date
Death Date
Bamial Date
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